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PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Rail Safety and Carriers Division
Rail Engineering Safety Branch
Rail Crossings Engineering Section

RESOLUTION SX-36
Date: December 21, 2000

R E S O L U T I O N

RESOLUTION SX-36, AUTHORIZING LOS ANGELES COUNTY
METROPOLITAN TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY (LACMTA) TO
OPEN FOR PUBLIC USE THE PEDESTRIAN GRADE CROSSINGS AT
THE ARTESIA LIGHT RAIL STATION, PROVIDED LACMTA
STATIONS A FLAGMAN AT THE PEDESTRIAN CROSSINGS
DURING LIGHT RAIL TRAIN REVENUE OPERATING HOURS
UNTIL PLACING A FLASHING LIGHT SIGNAL INTO OPERATION
IN THE CITY OF COMPTON, LOS ANGELES COUNTY.

SUMMARY

Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority (LACMTA), by
a letter dated October 20, 2000, has requested temporary authority to open
for public use the pedestrian grade crossings at the Artesia Light Rail Station
across Union Pacific Railroad Company’s (UP) Wilmington Branch Line and
spur tracks and LACMTA’s Los Angeles-Long Beach Blue Line tracks in
Compton, Los Angeles County, provided that LACMTA stations a crossing
flagman at the pedestrian crossings during light rail train (LRT) revenue
operating hours each day to warn pedestrians of approaching trains until
LACMTA places a Standard No. 8 flashing light signal (General Order (GO)
75-C) installed east of the northerly LRT track into operation.

LACMTA advises that work on establishing the pedestrian crossings, as
authorized in Commission Decision 00-01-012, dated January 6, 2000, of
Application 99-05-011, at LACMTA’s Metro Blue Line light rail Artesia
Station, has been completed with one exception.  Due to delays incurred in
the track circuit design for the Standard No. 8 flashing light signal (GO 75-
C) installed east of the northerly light rail track and the delay in obtaining
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necessary electrical relays, the Standard No. 8 signal cannot be placed in
operation for several weeks into the future.  The delay in opening the
crossing has been a great inconvenience to the patrons of the adjacent
Crystal Park Casino and to LRT patrons who might use parking areas to the
east of Artesia Station.

Since the new crossings are complete with additional swing gates but
excepting the fact that the Standard No. 8 flashing light signal (GO 75-C)
east of the northerly LRT track is inoperative, LACMTA requests authority
to open the grade crossings to public use as ordered in Commission Decision
00-01-012 provided LACMTA stations a crossing flagman at the crossings
during LRT revenue operating  hours each day to warn pedestrians of
approaching trains until LACMTA can place the Standard No. 8 signal into
operation.

After a review of the factual material submitted by LACMTA, the
Commission staff concludes that LACMTA’s proposal is a safe and
reasonable temporary alternative to the Standard No. 8 flashing light signal
(GO 75-C) ordered in Commission Decision 00-01-012.

DISCUSSION

LACMTA is the primary provider of transit-related services for the
Southern California region.  The State Legislature created LACMTA by
Assembly Bill 152 in May 1992.  This bill merged the Los Angeles County
Transportation Commission (LACTC) and the Southern California Rapid
District (RTD) to become the Los Angeles County Metropolitan
Transportation Authority.  The merger became effective on February 1,
1993.

LACMTA is governed by a 13-member Board of Directors comprised of the
five Los Angeles County Supervisors, the mayor of Los Angeles, three Los
Angeles mayor-appointed members, and four city council members
representing the other 87 cities in Los Angeles County.  The Governor of
California appoints one non-voting member.

LACMTA oversees all regional bus and rail operations; planning and
construction of a countywide rail system; development of effective
transportation policies and long-range plan; programming of federal, state,
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and local revenues for public transit, transportation demand management,
bikeways, and highway projects of Los Angeles County; and coordination of
activities among the County’s many transportation agencies.

LACMTA maintains an integrated transportation network called the Metro
System that included bus and rail services, transportation demand
management, bikeways, and highway improvements designed to make
getting around the region easier and more economical.  At the same time,
the Metro System helps the Los Angeles region meet its goals for reducing
air pollution.

The LACMTA Metro Blue Line is a twenty-mile light rail system running
from downtown Los Angeles to downtown Long Beach.  The system has
been in operation since 1990 and ridership has increased so that expansion
of facilities is required.  Pedestrian ingress and egress to the Artesia Station
is from the west by a private grade crossing with flashing light signals
across UP Wilmington Branch Line and spur tracks and across LACMTA’s
southerly LRT track.  City of Compton has requested that the existing
pedestrian crossing be extended eastward across LACMTA’s northerly LRT
track to provide ingress and egress to patrons and employees of the adjacent
Crystal Park Hotel and Casino and LRT patrons who might utilize parking
areas to the east of Artesia Station.

Upon review of material submitted by LACMTA, as well as an onsite
inspection of the crossings, the Rail Safety and Carriers Division staff are in
agreement with LACMTA’s proposal to open the pedestrian crossings to
public use provided that LACMTA stations a crossing flagman at the
crossings during LRT revenue operating hours each day to warn pedestrians
of approaching trains until LACMTA places the Standard No. 8 flashing
light signal (GO 75-C) east of the northerly LRT track into operation.

PROTESTS

There are no protests at this time.  City of Compton, UP, and the
Commission staff support this proposal.

This is an uncontested matter in which the decision grants the relief
requested.  Accordingly, pursuant to PU Code Section 311 (g) (2), the
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otherwise applicable 30-day period for public review and comment is being
waived.

FINDINGS

1.  LACMTA requests temporary authority to open for public use the
pedestrian grade crossings at the Artesia Light Rail Station across Union
Pacific Railroad Company’s (UP) Wilmington Branch and spur tracks and
LACMTA’s Los Angeles-Long Beach Blue Line tracks in Compton, Los
Angeles County, provided that LACMTA stations a crossing flagman at the
pedestrian crossings during LRT revenue operating hours each day to warn
pedestrians of approaching trains until LACMTA places the Standard No. 8
flashing light signal (GO 75-C) installed east of the northerly LRT track into
operation.

2.  The Commission staff has reviewed LACMTA’s request and finds
that the request has merit.

CONCLUSION OF LAW

LACMTA’s request to temporarily open the pedestrian crossings at the
Metro Blue Line light rail Artesia Station with a crossing flagman stationed
at the crossings during LRT revenue operating hours each day to warn
pedestrians of approaching trains until LACMTA places the Standard No. 8
flashing light signal (GO 75-C) into operation should be granted.

THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED that:

Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority (LACMTA) be
granted temporary authority to open for public use the pedestrian grade
crossings at the Metro Blue Line light rail Artesia Station across Union
Pacific Railroad Company’s (UP) Wilmington Branch and spur tracks,
Crossings BBH-495.41-D and BBH-495.49-CD, respectively, and LACMTA’s
Los Angeles-Long Beach Blue Line tracks, Crossing 84L-13.22-D, in
Compton, Los Angeles County, provided that LACMTA stations a crossing
flagman at the pedestrian crossings during light rail train (LRT) revenue
operating hours each day to warn pedestrians of approaching trains until
LACMTA places a Standard No. 8 flashing light signal (General Order (GO)
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75-C) installed east of the northerly LRT track into operation, as shown on
the plan in Appendix A of this Resolution.

In all other respects, Commission Decision 00-01-012 shall remain in full
force and effect.

This resolution is effective today.

I certify that the foregoing resolution was duly introduced, passed, and
adopted by the Commission at its regularly scheduled meeting on December
21. 2000.  The following Commissioners voting favorably thereon:

_____________________________
  WESLEY M. FRANKLIN

Executive Director

LORETTA M. LYNCH
President

HENRY M. DUQUE
JOSIAH L. NEEPER

RICHARD A. BILAS
CARL W. WOOD

       Commissioners
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